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Dinosaurs Galore!
ATLANTA, July 2009 – ROAR! I want to be a dinosaur! The Center for Puppetry Arts is proud to bring back one of Artistic Director Jon Ludwig’s most enormous original productions, Dinosaurs! This larger-than-life musical journey returns to the Center with erupting volcanoes, over 50 shadow puppets, and a 12-foot T-Rex combining for a DINO-myte educational adventure!  

Francine the songbird and her Great Grand-Auntie Archaeopteryx take an earth-shattering trip back in time through their magical family album to explore the mysterious lives of dinosaurs. Their journey is filled with snappy tunes and a bevy of prehistoric behemoths. You’re sure to dig this colossal creation!

 
It’s not quite as easy as it may seem to get a show like Dinosaurs ready for its adoring audiences. Even though it’s an old favorite, Ludwig must review the entire show to ensure that the science is up-to-date and contains the most recent educational information. Additionally, resident puppet builder Jason von Hinezmeyer and his team must give the gigantic puppets used in the show quite a makeover before they are ready to hit the stage again. The larger body puppets frequently require the most repair – especially the 12-foot T Rex costume worn by Julie Dansby Scarborough in the show. This year our prehistoric friends got a little help from some space-age materials. A carbon fiber composite was used for new dino skeleton parts – a material that is lighter than aluminum, but stronger than steel. Puppet builders also redesigned some of the joints and upgraded some of the other body parts with aircraft grade hardware to ensure that these dinos can withstand one rollicking performance after another! 

Performing Dinosaurs are puppeteers Julie Dansby Scarborough, Allison Murphy, Amy Strickland, Clint Thornton, and Jeffery Zwartjes. Jon Ludwig and Michael Haverty worked together to co-direct the show. Resident Puppet Builder Jason von Hinezmeyer and his team, Emily Pape, Jessica Lorence, and Christopher Brown worked tirelessly to repair and rebuild many of the puppets involved in the show. Music for Dinosaurs was composed by John Cerreta and is performed by Cerreta and Rob Gal. Musical Director is Bryan Mercer and Sound Designers are Damon Young and Mimi Epstein. Scenery is designed by F. Elaine Williams with lighting design by Liz Lee.
Dinosaurs will be presented in the Mainstage Theater. Show times are as follows:

· Sept 29 – Nov 15, 2009: Tues - Fri @ 10am & 11:30am; Sat @ 11am, 1pm & 3pm; Sun @ 1pm & 3pm.

· Nov 17-25, 2009: Tues - Fri @ 10am & 11:30am; Sat @ 12pm & 2pm; Sun @ 2pm.
· Nov 27-29, 2009:  Fri & Sat @ 12pm & 2pm; Sun @ 2pm (CLOSED THURSDAY NOV 26, 2009)
CREATE-A-PUPPET WORKSHOP/MUSEUM & SPECIAL EXHIBITS
Don’t let your puppet experience end with the show! A recommended day at the Center includes an original performance, a stop in the Create-A-Puppet Workshop, and a tour or walk through the Museum and special exhibits. 
Children can make their own Pteranodon Rod and String Puppet in the Create-A-Puppet Workshop. Workshops are offered Tuesday through Sunday. Times coincide with show times. For more information, please visit http://www.puppet.org/edu/workshops.shtml. 

And don’t miss our special Jim Henson exhibits, including our newest exhibit, Jim Henson: Wonders from His Workshop. Please visit www.puppet.org/museum/permanent.shtml for more information on this and all of our Museum exhibits.

TICKETING

Tickets for patrons two and older are $16.00 ($14.82 + tax) and include admission to the performance, Create-A-Puppet Workshop, and the museum and special exhibits. Membership and group rates are available. Advance purchase is recommended for all Center activities. We offer “FEE-FREE” online ticketing at www.puppet.org or by calling the Ticket Sales Office at 404.873.3391. The Ticket Sales Office is open Tuesday through Saturday 9am – 5pm and Sunday 11am – 5pm, with extended hours during evening performances. Located in Midtown across from Atlantic Station, the Center is accessible from MARTA and has limited free parking.

###
2009-10 Season sponsored in part by: City of Atlanta Office of Cultural Affairs, Fulton County Arts Council, Georgia Council for the Arts, National Endowment for the Arts • 2009-10 Family Series sponsored in part by: AT&T The Real Yellow Pages, WSB-TV Family 2 Family Project • Dinosaurs sponsored in part by: Publix Super Markets Charities • Education Program sponsored in part by: Applied Global Technologies, Atlanta Foundation, Georgia Health Foundation, Georgia Power Foundation, Inc., The Hearst Foundation, Inc., Isdell Family Foundation, The Imlay Foundation, Inc., The Junior League of Atlanta, Inc., Kraft Foods, Pittulloch Foundation, The Rich Foundation, Inc., TANDBERG, Target, Travelers Foundation, The Wachovia Foundation, The Zeist Foundation, Inc. • 2009-10 Official Partners: Regency Suites Hotel, Leapfrog Extraordinary IT Services 

Center for Puppetry Arts® is a unique cultural treasure – a magical place where children and adults are educated, enlightened and entertained. Since 1978, the Center has introduced millions of visitors to the wonder and art of puppetry and has touched the lives of many through enchanting performances, curriculum based workshops, and the hands-on Museum as well as Distance Learning and outreach programs. Center for Puppetry Arts is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) organization and is supported in part by contributions from corporations, foundations, government agencies, and individuals. Major funding is provided by the Fulton County Board of Commissioners under the guidance of the Fulton County Arts Council. Major support is provided by the City of Atlanta Office of Cultural Affairs. These programs are supported in part by the Georgia Council for the Arts (GCA) through the appropriations from the Georgia General Assembly. GCA is a Partner Agency of the National Endowment for the Arts. The Center is a Member of Theatre Communications Group (TCG), the national organization for the American Theatre, and the Atlanta Coalition of Performing Arts. The Center also serves as headquarters of UNIMA-USA, the American branch of Union Internationale de la Marionnette, the international puppetry organization.
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