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The Last Dragon on Earth!

Atlanta, November 2009 – The Center for Puppetry Arts is pleased to present Crabgrass Puppet Theatre’s The Last Dragon on Earth showing December 1 – 13, 2009 as part of the 2009-10 Family Series. With their trademark blend of beautiful puppets, fabulous scenery, and hysterically funny action, Crabgrass Puppet Theatre tells a tale of castles, dragons, and princesses – but this isn’t your traditional fairy tale. The Last Dragon on Earth is adapted from The Last of the Dragons by classic children’s adventure story author Edith Nesbit.

For as long as anyone can remember, princes have killed dragons and rescued princesses. But what if the princess doesn’t need to be rescued – and the dragon to be killed is the very last one on Earth? The story is brought to life by Crabgrass Puppet Theatre using a variety of puppetry styles, including shadow, hand, and rod puppets. While remaining lighthearted and humorous, this modern fairy tale also serves as an approachable introduction to the concept of species extinction as the characters try to figure out how to protect the last dragon and educate those around them about the value of his life. 

Crabgrass Puppet Theatre, of Halifax, Vermont, is an award-winning touring puppet theatre founded in 1982 by Jamie Keithline and Bonny Hall. They have toured schools, museums, and theaters around the country delighting their audiences with their whimsical humor and fanciful puppetry for more than 25 years. First seen at the Center for Puppetry Arts in July 2007 with their award-winning show, The Bremen Town Musicians, Crabgrass Puppet Theatre has performed at venues including the Detroit Institute of Art, the Smithsonian, the Tribeca Performing Arts Center, and the Philadelphia Museum of Art. The company has also won two UNIMA Citations of Excellence, the highest award in American puppetry. For more information on Crabgrass Puppet Theatre, visit www.crabgrasspuppets.com.
The Last Dragon on Earth will be showing in the Center’s Mainstage Theater December 1 – 13, 2009 at the following times: Tues – Friday @ 10am & 11:30am; Sat @ 12pm & 2pm; Sun @ 2pm. For tickets call 404.873.3391 or visit www.puppet.org.
###
2009-10 Season sponsored in part by: City of Atlanta Office of Cultural Affairs, Fulton County Arts Council, Georgia Council for the Arts, National Endowment for the Arts • Family Series sponsored in part by: AT&T The Real Yellow Pages, WSB-TV Family 2 Family Project • The Last Dragon on Earth sponsored in part by: Atlanta Kids’ Directory • Puppets: The Power of Wonder sponsored by: The Coca-Cola Foundation • Education Program sponsored in part by: Applied Global Technologies, Atlanta Foundation, Georgia Health Foundation, Georgia Power Foundation, Inc., The Hearst Foundation, Inc., Isdell Family Foundation., The Junior League of Atlanta, Inc., Kraft Foods, Pittulloch Foundation, The Rich Foundation, Inc., TANDBERG, Target, Travelers Foundation, The Wachovia Foundation, The Zeist Foundation, Inc. • Official Partners: Regency Suites Hotel, Leapfrog Extraordinary IT Services, Atlanta Taste Catering.
Center for Puppetry Arts® is a unique cultural treasure – a magical place where children and adults are educated, enlightened and entertained. Since 1978, the Center has introduced millions of visitors to the wonder and art of puppetry and has touched the lives of many through enchanting performances, curriculum-based workshops, and the hands-on Museum as well as Distance Learning and outreach programs. Center for Puppetry Arts is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) organization and is supported in part by contributions from corporations, foundations, government agencies, and individuals. Major funding is provided by the Fulton County Board of Commissioners under the guidance of the Fulton County Arts Council. Major support is provided by the City of Atlanta Office of Cultural Affairs. These programs are supported in part by the Georgia Council for the Arts (GCA) through the appropriations from the Georgia General Assembly. GCA is a Partner Agency of the National Endowment for the Arts. The Center is a Member of Theatre Communications Group (TCG), the national organization for the American Theatre, and the Atlanta Coalition of Performing Arts. The Center also serves as headquarters of UNIMA-USA, the American branch of Union Internationale de la Marionnette, the international puppetry organization.

