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SUMMERFEST MEANS SUMMER FUN AT THE 
CENTER FOR PUPPETRY ARTS!
ATLANTA, May 2007 – School’s out and that means it’s time for SUMMERFEST 2007 at the Center for Puppetry Arts!  Every two weeks, enjoy a different fun-filled performance by a visiting artist, make a new friend in the Create-A-Puppet Workshop (CAPW) and explore our interactive museum filled with puppet wonders. This summer, Anansi outsmarts his fellow animals, Pinocchio dreams of becoming a real boy, and a cowboy defends his Western town with bananas. Get out of the sweltering heat and come see a refreshing new show at the Center for Puppetry Arts!

Anansi the Spider

By Tears of Joy Theatre, Portland, OR

July 10 – July 22, 2007

“A precocious West African arachnid steals the show (and a melon) as Tears of Joy Theatre brings its vivid puppets in twin dramas aimed at the elementary school set.” Willamette Week Online, Portland, Oregon
Anansi is just a little spider who believes nothing is beyond his grasp. In “From Tiger to Anansi,” the famous spider outsmarts an egotistical snake to win naming rights to a host of animal stories. Then, the cunning and mischievous Anansi tricks a gullible elephant in “Anansi and the Talking Melon.” Other animals in his world may ridicule Anansi, but he will have the last laugh…and so will you!

Presented in partnership with the National Black Arts Festival!

PUPPETS: Hand, rod

CAPW: Make an Anansi the Spider Hand Puppet
LEARNING ACTIVITY: Learn about five different styles of puppetry

MUSEUM TOUR: How many African puppets can you find in our museum?

THEATER: Mainstage


Pinocchio

By National Marionette Theatre, Newfane, VT
July 24 – August 5, 2007

A talented woodcarver named Geppetto takes a piece of wood and creates a little marionette boy that can dance, fence and turn somersaults. But this adorable puppet is not as innocent as he may seem! Join Pinocchio as he runs into all the trials and tribulations of becoming a real boy, despite the earnest guidance of his cricket friend. Find out if Pinocchio will fall victim to the scams of the conniving Mr. Fox and Mr. Cat, or if he’s finally able to break free from the strings that tie him down… and hold him up!

PUPPETS: String
CAPW: Make a Pinocchio Rod Puppet
LEARNING ACTIVITY: Learn about five different styles of puppetry
MUSEUM TOUR: Go on a treasure hunt and see if you can find the antique toy Pinocchio marionette.

THEATER: Mainstage
The Legend of the Banana Kid

By Frogtown Mountain Puppeteers, Bar Harbor, ME (creators of last season’s smash hit, Everybody Loves Pirates!)

August 7-19, 2007

 “Once again, Brian, Erik and Robin Torbek have come up with a winner!” – Bar Harbor Times

It seems like Little Chucky is always getting himself into some kind of a pickle. This time, Chucky meets a mysterious cowboy who takes him to a remote Western town being harassed by a group of seedy outlaws. Chucky pretends to be a local hero and prepares to outsmart the thugs and bring justice back to the town. His weapon of choice? Bananas! Will Chucky ride off into the sunset on his trusty goat? Or will the sun set on Chucky instead?   

PUPPETS: Hand, rod

CAPW: Make a Banana Kid Hand Puppet
LEARNING ACTIVITY: Learn about five different styles of puppetry

MUSEUM TOUR: Can you find the exquisitely crafted vaquero (Spanish for cowboy) in our museum?

THEATER: Mainstage
CREATE-A-PUPPET WORKSHOP/MUSEUM TOUR:

Workshops are offered Tuesday through Sundays. Please visit www.puppet.org/edu/workshops.shtml for more information. The Center’s interactive museum, PUPPETS: The Power of Wonder, features more than 350 puppets from around the globe. More information on the museum and special exhibits can be found at www.puppet.org/museum/index.shtml.

TICKETING:

Tickets for patrons two and older are $14.82 + tax and include the performance, Create-A-Puppet Workshop and admission to the museum and special exhibits. Membership and group rates are available. Advance purchase is recommended for all Center activities. Tickets may be ordered online at www.puppet.org or by calling the Ticket Sales Office at 404.873.3391. The Ticket Sales Office is open Monday through Saturday from 9am – 5pm and Sunday 11am – 5pm, with extended hours during evening performances.  

The Center’s programming is offered Tuesday through Saturday from 9am – 5pm and Sunday from 11am – 5pm. Located in Midtown across from Atlantic Station, the Center is accessible from MARTA and has limited free parking.
###

SUMMERFEST 2007 is sponsored by The Atlanta Journal Constitution, Delta Air Lines, The AT&T Real  Yellow Pages and the WSB Family 2 Family Project. Anansi the Spider is sponsored by Arnall Golden Gregory LLP and Rolling Out Urban Style Weekly. Pinocchio is sponsored by Arnall Golden Gregory LLP. The Legend of the Banana Kid is sponsored by Arnall Golden Gregory LLP and arts&expressionsMagazine. 
        PUPPETS: The Power of Wonder is sponsored by The Coca-Cola Company.

The Center’s Create-A-Puppet Workshops are sponsored by Bank of America. Education programs are also supported in part by the Atlanta Foundation, Coca-Cola Company, Equifax Inc., Georgia Power Foundation, Inc., Herman Miller Foundation, Junior League of Atlanta, Kraft Foods, Pittulloch Foundation, Rich Foundation, Inc., St. Paul Travelers Foundation, Target, and Wachovia Foundation. 

         The Center for Puppetry Arts is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) organization and is supported in part by the National Endowment for the Arts; the Georgia Council for the Arts through the appropriations from the Georgia General Assembly (GCA is a Partner Agency of the National Endowment for the Arts); and contributions from individuals, corporations and foundations. Major funding for the Center is provided by the Fulton County Board of Commissioners under the guidance of the Fulton County Arts Council. Major support is provided by the City of Atlanta Office of Cultural Affairs. The Center is a constituent of TCG and member of the Atlanta Coalition of Performing Arts. The Center also serves as headquarters of UNIMA-USA.
