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Rainforest Adventures!
Atlanta, December, 2009 - Center for Puppetry Arts is pleased to present the original Jon Ludwig production, Rainforest Adventures, as part of the 2009-10 Family Series!  Experience a day in the life of more than 30 exotic plants and animals in the amazing Amazon rainforest. An anaconda slithers through the shrubs, bats beat their wings in a glorious evening ballet, and howler monkeys swing to the beat of Brazilian drums against the backdrop of a lush paradise. Escape to the tropics in this entertaining and educational peek at this vital ecosystem! Rainforest Adventures meets Georgia Performance Education Standards in Fine Arts, Character Education, Language Arts, and Science. 

The history behind Rainforest Adventures begins with a unique partnership between two of Atlanta’s cultural landmarks, Center for Puppetry Arts and the Fernbank Museum of Natural History. When Fernbank opened their doors in 1992, one of the very first museum exhibits, “Tropical Rainforests: A Disappearing Treasure,” dealt with the glorious plants and animals of the rainforest, the fragility of the tropical ecosystem, and the necessity of maintaining its enormous biological diversity. Wanting to find an innovative and entertaining way in which to deliver their educational content, Fernbank contacted the Artistic Director at Center for Puppetry Arts, Jon Ludwig, and asked him to create a half-hour puppet performance showcasing just how abundant with life the rainforest really is. CANOPY!, as the show was originally titled, had a very successful 2-month run at Fernbank. 
From this initial creation, Ludwig created the expanded version of the show now known as Rainforest Adventures. Throughout the performance, the beautifully crafted puppets, many of which are built to the scale of the animal they represent, play and dance to the beat of the Brazilian style music composed by Jon Cerreta. The show’s skilled puppeteers move together seamlessly behind the scenes to create the characteristic movements of all of the animals throughout the performance, resulting in a visually stunning insight into what it might be like to camp out in the rainforest and watch a day go by.
Rainforest Adventures runs January 12 – March 7, 2010 at the following times: 
· Jan 12–Feb 21, 2010: Tues–Fri @ 10 & 11:30am; Sat @ 11am, 1pm, & 3pm; Sun @ 1pm & 3pm 

· Feb 23–Mar 7, 2010: Tues–Fri @ 10 & 11:30am; Sat @ 12 & 2pm; Sun @ 2pm 

###
2009-10 Season sponsored in part by: City of Atlanta Office of Cultural Affairs, Fulton County Arts Council, Georgia Council for the Arts, National Endowment for the Arts • Family Series sponsored in part by: AT&T The Real Yellow Pages, WSB-TV Family 2 Family Project • Rainforest Adventures sponsored in part by: Georgia Power Foundation Inc., Isdell Family Foundation • Puppets: The Power of Wonder sponsored by: The Coca-Cola Foundation • Education Program sponsored in part by: Applied Global Technologies, Atlanta Foundation, Georgia Health Foundation, Georgia Power Foundation, Inc., The Hearst Foundation, Inc., Isdell Family Foundation, The Junior League of Atlanta, Inc., Pittulloch Foundation, The Rich Foundation, Inc., TANDBERG, Target, The Wachovia Foundation, The Zeist Foundation, Inc. • Official Partners: Regency Suites Hotel, Leapfrog Extraordinary IT Services, Atlanta Taste Catering.
Center for Puppetry Arts® is a unique cultural treasure – a magical place where children and adults are educated, enlightened and entertained. Since 1978, the Center has introduced millions of visitors to the wonder and art of puppetry and has touched the lives of many through enchanting performances, curriculum-based workshops, and the hands-on Museum as well as Distance Learning and outreach programs. Center for Puppetry Arts is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) organization and is supported in part by contributions from corporations, foundations, government agencies, and individuals. Major funding is provided by the Fulton County Board of Commissioners under the guidance of the Fulton County Arts Council. Major support is provided by the City of Atlanta Office of Cultural Affairs. These programs are supported in part by the Georgia Council for the Arts (GCA) through the appropriations from the Georgia General Assembly. GCA is a Partner Agency of the National Endowment for the Arts. The Center is a Member of Theatre Communications Group (TCG), the national organization for the American Theatre, and the Atlanta Coalition of Performing Arts. The Center also serves as headquarters of UNIMA-USA, the American branch of Union Internationale de la Marionnette, the international puppetry organization.
