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The Shoemaker & the Elves!
ATLANTA, November 2009 - Who wouldn’t want a pair of helpful elves around just when things take a turn for the worse? That’s just what happens to Mel and Tootsie Footmeyer in the Center for Puppetry Arts’ holiday classic, The Shoemaker and the Elves, presented Nov. 17, 2009 – Jan 2, 2010 as part of the 2009-10 Family Series. This year’s production of The Shoemaker & the Elves, originally adapted by Bobby Box and Lorna Howley, is being directed by Michael Haverty. While making some updates to the show, Haverty still keeps all of the original heart and humor that audiences have grown to love.
Mel and Tootsie Footmeyer have kept their shoe store open for 42 years, but business is not booming as it once had and this year may prove to be the last. Enter Frankie and Gino, two bumbling, loveable elves who have nothing but time on their hands and a burning desire to build, build, build! Come join the fun as these shoe artists help the Footmeyers spread good cheer all around New York City. Expect exciting celebrity appearances and swinging big band music to keep the holiday spirit hopping. 
The Center is also proud to announce the kick-off of The Shoemaker & the Elves Shoe Drive! Throughout the run of The Shoemaker & the Elves, patrons are invited to donate a pair of new or gently used children’s shoes to benefit My Sister’s House and Village Atlanta, two branches of the Atlanta Union Mission. As a special thank you, Non-Members who donate will receive 25% off full-price Shoemaker & the Elves tickets (discount valid for up to 4 tickets per pair of donated shoes). Offers are subject to availability, valid while supplies last, and may not be combined with any other discount. Advance purchase is recommended for all Center activities; to take advantage of the offer, simply call the Ticket Sales Office at 404-873-3391 and mention ‘Shoe Drive’.
Additionally, Center Members (who already receive 45% off Family Series Tickets) will receive one free Folkmanis Finger Puppet per pair of donated shoes. Members are encouraged to book ahead to secure their priority seating. 
The Shoemaker and the Elves will be presented Nov. 17, 2009 – Jan 2, 2010. Times are as follows:
· Nov 17 - 25, 2009: Tues-Fri: 10:30am & 12pm; Sat: 11am, 1pm & 3pm; Sun: 1pm & 3pm.

· Nov 27 - 29, 2009: Fri-Sat: 11am, 1pm, & 3pm; Sun: 1pm & 3pm 

· Dec 1 -13, 2009: Tues-Fri: 10:30am & 12pm; Sat: 11am, 1pm & 3pm; Sun: 1pm & 3pm.

· Dec 15 - 20, 2009: Tues-Fri: 10:00am & 11:30am; Sat: 11am, 1pm & 3pm; Sun: 1pm & 3pm.

· Dec 22 - Jan 3, 2010: Tues-Fri: 10am, 12pm & 2pm; Sat: 11am, 1pm & 3pm; Sun: 1pm & 3pm. 

· Closed: Nov 26 and Dec 25, 2009, & Jan 1, 2010
CREATE-A-PUPPET WORKSHOP/MUSEUM & SPECIAL EXHIBITS

Don’t let your puppet experience end with the show! A recommended day at the Center includes an original performance, a visit to the Create-A-Puppet Workshop, and a self-guided tour of the Museum and special exhibits. Children can make their own “Energetic Elf” Hand Puppet in the Create-A-Puppet Workshop. Workshops are offered Tuesday through Sunday. For workshop schedule, please visit http://www.puppet.org/edu/workshops.shtml. 

####
2009-10 Season sponsored in part by: City of Atlanta Office of Cultural Affairs, Fulton County Arts Council, Georgia Council for the Arts, National Endowment for the Arts • Family Series sponsored in part by: AT&T The Real Yellow Pages, WSB-TV Family 2 Family Project • The Shoemaker & the Elves sponsored in part by: Macy’s Foundation • Puppets: The Power of Wonder sponsored by: The Coca-Cola Foundation • Education Program sponsored in part by: Applied Global Technologies, Atlanta Foundation, Georgia Health Foundation, Georgia Power Foundation, Inc., The Hearst Foundation, Inc., Isdell Family Foundation, Inc., The Junior League of Atlanta, Inc., Kraft Foods, Pittulloch Foundation, The Rich Foundation, Inc., TANDBERG, Target, Travelers Foundation, The Wachovia Foundation, The Zeist Foundation, Inc. • Official Partners: Regency Suites Hotel, Leapfrog Extraordinary IT Services, Atlanta Taste Catering.
Center for Puppetry Arts® is a unique cultural treasure – a magical place where children and adults are educated, enlightened and entertained. Since 1978, the Center has introduced millions of visitors to the wonder and art of puppetry and has touched the lives of many through enchanting performances, curriculum-based workshops, and the hands-on Museum as well as Distance Learning and outreach programs. Center for Puppetry Arts is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) organization and is supported in part by contributions from corporations, foundations, government agencies, and individuals. Major funding is provided by the Fulton County Board of Commissioners under the guidance of the Fulton County Arts Council. Major support is provided by the City of Atlanta Office of Cultural Affairs. These programs are supported in part by the Georgia Council for the Arts (GCA) through the appropriations from the Georgia General Assembly. GCA is a Partner Agency of the National Endowment for the Arts. The Center is a Member of Theatre Communications Group (TCG), the national organization for the American Theatre, and the Atlanta Coalition of Performing Arts. The Center also serves as headquarters of UNIMA-USA, the American branch of Union Internationale de la Marionnette, the international puppetry organization.
