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. An inventive romp, with da Vinci leading the way

By WENDELL BROCK / wbrocki@aje.com

Will moonstriuck Leonardo da Vinc save his muse
Mona Lisa from the clutches of the corrupt Borgia fami-
g:nﬁ'illﬂt ical pope blow up the Vatican rather

to the ing Fenaissance man's

cancifl flyi el
If only we had one of Leonardo’s nifty inventions —
a time-travel machine

Instead, we'll have to tune in to “Avanti, da Vinci! The
Secret Adventures of Leonardo da Vinci” — the wildly
inspired, fastidiously crafted puppet opereita that the

JOE BORIS | Conter ke Puppatey Ars
Vincl spars over Florence in
response to Mona Lisa's signal for help,

is that

brainiac duo of Jon Ludwig and Jason Hines
installed at the Center for Puppetry Arts.

Lest haven't figured it out, the conceit of the
hallowed old master led an advenfurous
ble life as an evil-bashing superhero. The

» Please see 'DA VINGI,' D8

pus draftsman performs an
autopsy on a 10l-year-old
cadaver.

Mona Lisa (Reay Kaplan)
i at the tickling brush of
s ey the
a.g:g“ﬂsl.a.dg.rlmmﬂﬁ:tadm

the moon.

front of the
mock-Elizabethan puppet-
audience guzzles cheap wine
and comments on the pro-

Anﬂ time after time,

Leonardo goes (o Mona's

————a

rescie in his machines |
—a bicycle, a flying |

that spins like an |
eggheater, even a subaqueous
tank with wings.

But the pigce de résisfance
is the satincal and sometimes
self-referential writing,

As depi here with some

istor ity, the Bor-
Eimg WETE & ]-I;ﬂ'lk_'fﬂl‘ld ingestu-
ous clan, and their sexcapades
are treated with comic 'ilnll}
Lucrezia (Lorna Howley
flicks her whip at her beother,
Cesare (Ludwig), who wants
ta Mona Lisa And
wh:r.rllw:l & I::hnmusulw )
Mi tells his
W before
Peter,” he's not talking about a
holy saint. :

In Lud?'ig and H_ILI&::L'
hands, no
In terms F'fgﬁﬂf?gﬂml

i

depth of imagination Iand
Ietlimiﬂl complexity, this is
one af the best works ['ve seen

in my three years of reviewing |

Aflanta theater. Mo Kiddin

Florence may crumble.
Vatican may tumble. But
¥ ti, da Vinci!” is here to
LAy,

e

THEATER REVIEW

“Avanti, da Vineil
The Secret
Adventures of
Leonardo da Vinci™
B p.mi. Thursdays-
Saturdays; 5 p.m,
Sundays, $16-520.
For ages 1B and up
only. Through Aug, 22.
Canter for Puppetry
Arts, 1404 Spring 5L
MW, Atlanta. 404-
B73-3089, 404-873-
3391, v puppet
O,

The verdict: & comic



