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Dear Educator:                 

We are scheduled for a Tropical Rain Forest videoconference with your group. You will need to do 
some preparation prior to the program.  Below are the directions necessary for preparation (REQUIRED
TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PROGRAM).

1. The materials list is the first thing on the study guide.  Each student needs these materials to fully 
 participate in the program. 
2. All templates need to be traced onto construction paper and cut out.  Any color is fine to use.
3. Please bring all pre-cut pieces and other materials to the program. It is helpful if each student has 
 an individual bag with their own puppet parts. You can use small paper lunch baggies or Ziploc 
 baggies.
4. Pass out all materials PRIOR to program start time. This includes glue, tape and scissors.  It is 
 helpful if each student has his/her own glue stick or bottle.  Please have 8 strips of clear tape the 
 size of a bandaid precut and ready for each student.  You can pre-tear pieces and stick them to 
 the sides of the table, OR stick them to yard sticks (just hold out yard stick and students can take 
 a piece of tape from it—teacher recommended!).
5. We will lead all students through the puppet building steps and learning activities. The program 
 does not allow time for students to cut out materials.

• The activities in the study guide are for you to use at your discretion as either pre or post activities.  
 We will be doing different activities w/them during the program.

• Please let us know if you have any questions about how to prepare.  

• If you have any technical questions, please contact us directly at (404) 881-5117.

Thank you!!!

The Distance Learning Team
Center for Puppetry Arts
Patty Petrey Dees, DL Program Director
Sara Burmenko, DL Program Operations Coordinator
Iyabo Shabazz, DL Program Presentation Specialist
Eve Krueger, DL Assistant/Presenter 
404.881.5117
distancelearning@puppet.org
Facsimile: 404.873.9907
www.puppet.org/edu/distance.shtml
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    Materials List

Videoconferencing Activity

Tropical Bird Rod Puppet

Each student will need all of the following items:

1 paper towel tube

2 drinking straws (bendy straws preferred)

1/2 sheet of newspaper

1 piece of colored tissue paper approximately 9” X 9” (any color)

2 wings (template on pg. 3)

*1 beak (template template on pg. 3)

*1/2 piece of construction paper (any color) for the tail

scissors 

glue

scotch tape

extra construction paper (scraps are fine) for eyes*

 Templates must be pre-cut before the program!
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National Curriculum Standards met during live videoconference
Please go to www.educationworld.com for a complete list of national standards.

Fine Arts/Visual Arts
NA-VA.K-4.1 Understanding and applying media techniques, and processes
NA-VA.K-4.2 Using knowledge of structures and functions
NA-VA.K-4.3 Choosing and evaluating a range of subject matter, symbols, and ideas
NA-VA.K-4.5 Reflecting upon and assessing the characteristics and merits of their work and the work of 
  others
NA-VA.K-4.6 Making connections between visual arts and other disciplines
NA-VA.5-8.1 Understanding and applying media, techniques, and processes
NA-VA.5-8.2 Using knowledge of structures and functions
NA-VA.5-8.3 Choosing and evaluating a range of subject matter, symbols, and ideas
NA-VA.5-8.5 Reflecting upon and assessing the characteristics and merits of their work and the work of  
  others
NA-VA.5-8.6 Making connections between visual arts and other disciplines

Technology
NT.K-12.1 Creativity and Innovation
NT.K-12.2 Communication and Collaboration
NT.K-12.3 Research and Information Fluency   
NT.K-12.5 Digital Citizenship
NT.K-12.6 Technology Operations and Concepts

Life Science
NS.K-4.3 The characteristics of organisms; Life cycles of organisms; Organisms and environments
NS.5-8.3 Structure and function in living systems; Populations and ecosystems; Diversity and 
    adaptations of organisms 

http://www.educationworld.com


http://www.educationworld.com
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1. _ o _ _ _ _

2. h _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

3. _ _ _ t _ _ _ _ _ _

4. _ _ _ _ _ _ l _ _

5. _ _ _ s

O H T L S = _____________________________________

Word Scramble

Can you identify the following rain forest animals? After identifying, unscramble the underlined letters 
to reveal the animal that matches the final definition. Refer to the list of rain forest animals on the next 
page for help.

1. This bird has a bill like a huge lobster claw. Its bill looks heavy, but it has many air pockets inside 
       to make it light

.2. This bird is the largest and most powerful of its kind. It builds its nest high in the canopy. It eats 
        monkeys, snakes, and macaws.

3. This animal is related to the raccoon. It has a striped tail and a long snout. It eats turtle eggs.

4. This animal is like a small armored tank. It has bony plates around its back and head. It can curl 
       up into a ball when attacked.

5. Also known as “leafcutters,” they build nests out of dirt, leaves , and flowers. They place leaves in 
       a dark underground room and eat the fungus that grows on top.

This animal moves slowly through the forest and lives its entire life in the trees of the rain forest.
Its slow movements help it to hide from other animals. Green algae and moths live in its hair.

http://www.goodgreenfun.com


http://www.educationworld.com


http://www.educationworld.com


http://www.goodgreenfun.com
http://www.educationworld.com
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Other Resources 
Websites to Explore
http://www.sci.mus.mn.us/sln/tf/nav/tropicalcluster.html
If I could recommend only one rain forest Web site for students, it would be the Science Museum of
Minnesota. It is excellent. Students can go into “strata” and learn the different layers of the rain forest.
They can then click onto eyeballs hidden in the different layers to learn about the animals that live there.
Full color photos of the animals will pop-up with a brief description.

http://www.zoomschool.com/subjects/rainforest/
This site provides good, basic information on tropical rain forests and is an easy site for students to do
research.

http://www.eduweb.com/amazon.html
This Web site provides an interesting eco-tourism simulation game that students can play. Also, under 
Making a Living, students can play the role of a Quichua farmer and learn about slash and burn farming. 

World Wildlife Fund
1250 Twenty-Fourth St.
P.O. Box 
97180 Washington, D.C.
20090-7180
www.wwf.org

Rainforest Action Network
221 Pine St.,
5th Floor
San Francisco, CA  94104
www.rainforestweb.org

Rainforest Alliance
665 Broadway, Suite 500
New York, NY  10012
www.rainforest-alliance.org
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